
3 April 2020 
 
GOVERNMENT / STATE NEWS 
Further interpretation problems of the “Anti-crisis shield”: 
 
The law 
Art. 15ze. 1. During the ban on operations in commercial facilities with a sales area above 2000 m2 in 
accordance with the relevant provisions, the mutual obligations of the parties to the lease, tenancy 
or other similar agreement by which the commercial space (contract) is put into use shall expire. 
 
Please be informed that “commercial space” in Polish original wording is “powierzchnia handlowa” 
so retail space!  
 
Therefore, the services or cinemas are not included in the new law – difficult to understand whether 
that’s deliberate wording of the law or massive negligence.  
 
Interpretation by Polish Development Fund [attached in Polish] 
“This provision [15ze]  explicitly applies only to contracts concluded with entities using commercial 
premises located inside shopping centers, whose activities have been restricted or banned in 
accordance with applicable regulations, including Regulations of the Minister of Health on the 
announcement of the state of epidemic threat and the state of epidemic in the Republic of Poland. 
 
Example 
Due to the fact that the activity of entities operating food supermarkets or DIY stores has not been 
banned to this day under the Regulation of the Minister of Health of 20 March 2020, contracts with 
such entities are not subject to temporary expiration, regardless of whether the ban on operating 
activities of other entities had a negative impact on their turnover or the number of customers. 
 
Temporary expiration of obligations under contracts does not apply to contracts for the use of 
service space in shopping centers, regardless of whether they are banned or restricted pursuant to 
applicable law. 
 
Example 
Service space lease agreements in shopping centers, such as cinemas, playrooms, banks, laundries, 
medical clinics are not subject to temporary expiry. In the event that the lessee has rented partly 
commercial [retail] space and partly service space, the temporary expiry applies only to mutual 
obligations and rights regarding the commercial space. 
 
Given the justification for the provision in question, it seems that the intention of the legislator was 
to cover the provision of all contracts, and not only those relating to commercial [retail] premises, 
provided that the activity carried out in these premises was restricted or banned in accordance with 
applicable regulations.” 
 

- Official guideline for entrepreneurs on the “Anti-crisis shield”, with introduction from PM 
Morawiecki and Pawel Borys (Prezes of PFR), is not clear on the interpretation.   

 
 
The Social Insurance Institution has paid 1.3 million so-called thirteenth pensions, said the Ministry 
of Family, Labour and Social Policy. Deputy Minister: possible help for the unemployed under further 
solutions.  
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As announced by the Warsaw city hall, the ozonation of streets began on the night of Thursday to 
Friday. Chief Sanitary Inspector so recommended. Employees in tight coveralls, masks and gloves on 
Thursday at 22:00 began disinfection from the Centrum metro station. 
 
Further discussion within PiS and ruling coalition parties regarding future of the presidential 
elections in May. Minister Gowin (Porozumienie party) announced to proposed amendment to the 
constitution and extend current presidents terms to 7 years – so moving the election by 2 years.   
 
Polish government introduces on-line services, including electronic “active regret” - If you have 
violated tax regulations, you can now express "repentance" in electronic form without visiting the 
office.  
https://www.gov.pl/web/gov/elektroniczny-czynny-zal  
 
INDUSTRY 
Industry having problems interpreting the new law – in a case of services areas / uses being excluded 
from the suspension, questions arises: shall service providing tenant be invoiced as per original lease 
agreement?  
 
Throughout the first quarter of 2020, the total transaction volume on the commercial real estate 
market in Poland exceeded €2.4 billion, according to preliminary results by Avison Young. More than 
60% of the total transaction volume (€1.4 million) was generated on the industrial market. 
 
Polish residential developer Marvipol Development has implemented a new system that allows for 
remote contract signing with clients 
 
RETAILERS AND SMALL BUSINESS MATTERS 
CENTRAL REGISTRATION AND INFORMATION ON BUSINESS (as per 02.04.2020):  
Number of registered business activities 532 
Number of resumed business operations 637 
Number of suspended economic activities 2327 
Number of closed economic activities 431 
 
Meanwhile Retailers Association (ZPPHiU) comes back with further ideas “how to” rescue Polish 
entrepreneurs:  

1. Release from rent until the end of the year with compulsory service charges (excluding 
marketing) from the day of opening of shopping centres. 

2. Providing the landlord with an extension of the interest and capital instalments, as well as 
extensions of lease agreements for the period of exemption from rent. 

3. Provision of financing necessary to maintain the liquidity of tenants and landlords. 
4. Prolongation and reduction of labour costs 

 
  
CIVIL NEWS AND REACTIONS 
Epidemiological status in Poland data from 17:00 CET on 02.04.2020 
Number of confirmed cases SARS-CoV-2: 3,149 
Number of fatalities: 59 
Number of recoveries: 56 
 

https://www.gov.pl/web/gov/elektroniczny-czynny-zal


Google prepared Mobility Changes report to help you and public health officials understand 
responses to social distancing guidance related to COVID-19. This report shouldn’t be used for 
medical diagnostic, prognostic, or treatment purposes. It also isn’t intended to be used for guidance 
on personal travel plans. 

 
 
 
OTHER 
EUROPE 

• According to CBRE Market Update and Investor’s feedback:  
o Severe impact in Italy at the outset lockdown much earlier than most, couple of 

weeks ahead of the rest of Europe 
o Activity is patchy some deals in commercial market have closed 
o Mostly “wait and see”, some opportunistic capital exploring distress and different 

points of the capital stack, e.g. mezz, bridge loans 

• Germany's largest football stadium — the Westfalen stadium — will be a coronavirus 
treatment centre starting tomorrow, the Borussia Dortmund football team confirmed in a 
statement 

• UK: Retail landlords beg tenants to share the pain and not just pass it on 
 
WORLD 

• On Friday, we are observing further strengthening of oil prices. Oil prices began to rise 
sharply in response to the Twitter post of US President Donald Trump. An extraordinary 
summit is scheduled to take place in the coming days to stabilize the market. 

• US stocks kicked off modestly lower on Friday, as investors digested a worse-than-expected 
March jobs report 
Record increase in the number of unemployed in the USA 



 
• The US has stopped issuing new passports, unless in a "life-or-death emergency,'' in an effort 

to help stop the spread of coronavirus 

• Modelo Group, the Mexican brewer of Corona, announced it was halting production and 
marketing of its beer 

• Australia’s retail real estate sector agreed Retail Leasing Principles [attached] 
 

 
 


